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CHRISTIAN DEMOCRACY
WE have seen how Marx, from the beginning, denied
the reality of the political sphere. Economics was the
reality; politics the illusion; were it not that there were
a still greater illusion, namely the religious. Yet
strangely enough his dismissal of religion as illusion has
not been so serious in its consequences as his virtual
rejection of the political Indeed, it would be not far
from the truth to say that Marx's failure to consider or
analyse the political was directly due to the vehemence
of his own strange religious faith.
But his religious faith was Jewish rather than Chris-
tian. In so far as it was a doctrine of history, it was
Jewish Messianism without the new spiritual dimen-
sion with which it had been deepened and enriched by
the life and death and after-life of Jesus. In the vision
of Marx the proletariat was the Messiah of capitalist
society. And, as we have seen, if the proletariat and
capitalist society had remained unchanged, the pro-
letariat would probably have performed one at least
of the quasi-messianic functions towards it: it would
have destroyed capitalist society. Capitalist society
averted destruction by doing something that a capital-
ist society cannot do and remain a capitalist society; it
took political power away from property as such and
vested it in the individual as such.
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